
COUNTRY STATISTICS

Population: 7 million 
(World Bank, 2016)

GDP per capita: USD 496 
(World Bank, 2016)

People living below poverty line:  53% 
(World Bank, 2011)

SIERRA LEONE
Founded in 2008

We follow an integrated approach to development across 11 districts of Sierra Leone. We operate 
160 adolescent clubs to provide safe spaces to girls, raise awareness on sexual and reproductive 
health related issues, as well as provide life skills and livelihood training. We also provide microloans 
and enterprise loans to women and men to help them engage in income generating activities. They 
can pay installments using mobile money, which makes the transaction process more convenient. In 
2017, we conducted research to better understand our microfinance clients and provide client-specific 
services to different target groups. Our microfinance programme was recognised by The World Bank’s 
Global Delivery Initiative, that published a report titled “Financial Inclusion and Resilience: How BRAC’s 
Microfinance Program Recovered from the West Africa Ebola Crisis”. 

The Ebola epidemic in 2015 devastated the country’s economy, including the agriculture sector. Our 
training to farmers through demonstration farms is helping  increase their productivity, household income, 
and improve the nutritional status of their families. We also work to build the capacity of community 
livestock and poultry promoters. BRAC seed farm produces quality seeds that farmers are able to use as 
inputs. 

We take a community-based approach in providing essential healthcare, malaria control, and sexual and 
reproductive health services in urban urban slums. We continue to support water, sanitation and hygiene 
activities in response to the government’s post-Ebola recovery plan. Our health staff and community 
health workers conduct community health forums, make household visits to improve household hygiene 
and sensitisation situation. 

Our International Emergency Preparedness Programme is working with communities, youths, local 
governments and schools to build preparedness and response capacities against disasters. The 
programme aims to test a participatory community-based model of strengthening resilience. 

 

OUR PROGRAMMES: Microfinance, Empowermentand Livelihood for Adolescents, Agriculture, Food 

Security and Livelihood, Health, Emergency Preparedness and Response



MICROFINANCE: Total outstanding 
portfolio: USD 5.32 million, Disbursement 
(January-April): USD 3.49 million, 
Borrowers: 39,620,
Average loan size: USD 230.

OUR TEAM: We have a total of 392 staff, 
of whom 86% are female and 94% are 
nationals of Sierra Leone.

CHALLENGE: 60% of the country’s 
population live in the capital city and it 
is difficult to reach the rural population. 
Because of poor infrastructure, travelling 
between places is both time consuming 
and expensive. Markets in the rural 
areas are not developed and farmers 
struggle to sell their products. Moreover, 
the government policy is not conducive 
to protect the local produce and most 
products are imported. 

Although every effort has been made to include and verify the accuracy of relevant information in this fact sheet, users are urged to check independently on matters of specific interest. 
Report any discrepancies/suggestions to info@brac.net. This document was last updated on April 2018, is revised quarterly and made available on bracinternational.nl/sierraleone

Programme Project Donor
Starting

Date
Duration

Total Budget 
(in million 

USD)

Empowerment and 
Livelihood for 
Adolescents

Empowerment and 
Livelihood for Adolecents 

program (160 clubs) in four 
districts

NoVo Foundation January 2017 2 years 1.22

Agriculture

Inland Valley Swamp World Food
 Programme May 2015 2 years 0.11

Sustainable livestock 
development model for 

improved food and nutrition
ECOWAS July 2016 1 year

6 Months 0.22

Health
Empowering Communities 

for a Malaria Free Sierra 
Leone

The Global Fund, 
Catholic Relief 

Services

July 2016 - 
June 2018 2 years 0.43

Emergency 
Preparedness and 

Response

BRAC International 
Emergency Preparedness 
Program - Phase 2 (IEPP) 

- Building Emergency 
Preparedness for Resilience

Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

November 
2017 3 years 0.31

OUR CURRENT INTERVENTIONS IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

HIGHLIGHTS 2018 (JANUARY-APRIL)

Provided loan USD 2,034,487  to 14,064  
microfinance clients with principal loan 

outstanding portfolio balance USD 2.65 million

Provided loan USD 1,455,641 to 1,141 small 

enterprise clients with principal outstanding 

portfolio balance USD 3.60 million up to April 2018

Provided skills development start-up kits to 818 clients

Operating 150 adolescent clubs with 4,500 members 
out of them 103 received livelihood training

Trained 364 Community & School health club leaders & 
facilitators 

Conducted 67 community radio discussions on health

Conducted 8 community static meetings on health

Organized inception workshop at national and district 
level and trained a core group of 20 persons on 
Disaster Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (DRVA)

 


